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The Susan G. Komen for the Cure® promise is to save lives and end breast cancer 
forever by empowering people, ensuring quality of care for all 
and energizing science to find the cures.  

The Community Grants program is made possible through individual donations, corporate support, and events such as the San Diego Race for the Cure. Our Affiliate’s funding focus is to serve our entire geographic service area and fund projects that serve medically underserved populations. 

Letter of Inquiry
The San Diego Affiliate is currently accepting Letters of Inquiry for breast health/breast cancer projects within San Diego County that support and promote access to and utilization of services that address the entire continuum of care model. This model includes the following components: education, screening, diagnosis, treatment, follow-up care, survivorship and/or end-of-life care (see Addendum A).  Organizations seeking a grant from Susan G. Komen® are required to first submit a Letter of Inquiry to indicate interest in Komen funding.  Full Request for Proposals will only be accepted from organizations selected through the Letter of Inquiry process. Please refer to the 2012-2013 Request for Proposal for more detailed instructions about the application process and also review the 2011 Community Profile Report, which outlines the breast health needs of the San Diego Affiliate’s service area. The Request for Proposal, Community Profile Report and applicable forms are posted on the website. 

Priority will be given to projects that address the data from the 2011 Community Profile and address one of the following “priority areas”. 

The 2012-2013 priority areas are as follows: 

1. Continuum of Care Analysis: (Pilot Grant- $50,000 limit per grant)

a.	A project that would examine San Diego County’s current Breast Health/Breast Cancer “System of Care” Model,  conduct an analysis of the existing model and explore if, when and why our constituency falls out of the continuum of care. This model defines how an individual should move through the health system, and is also used as a guide in assessing and understanding why some individuals never enter or delay entry into the continuum, gaps in service availability, barriers faced, and what can be done to address those gaps and services and barriers.

b.	Upon the analysis, identify gaps in services that need to be strengthened and give recommendations for future services.

2.	Access to Diagnostics Services: (Diagnostic Grant-funding limit per grant is based on diagnostic cost)

a. A major grant to provide diagnostic services for women under 40 and those who do not qualify for the California Detection Program: Every Women Counts.
3.	Patient Navigation: (Support Services Grant-$50,000 limit per grant)

a.	A project that would develop and maintain a site-neutral Patient Navigation project to service all of San Diego County. As defined by the National Cancer Institute, “Patient Navigation in cancer care refers to the assistance offered to healthcare consumers to help them access and then chart a course through the healthcare system and overcome any barriers to quality care”.

b.   This project would include the establishment and maintenance of a breast health/breast cancer resource and information clearinghouse, and an updated website.   

4. Patient Support Services: (Support Services Grant-see specific funding  limits below for each category)

a.   Funding of programs that provide needed patient support services to the medically underserved, uninsured or underinsured.  All financial support must be site-neutral and available to all residents within San Diego County. ($125,000 limit per grant)                       

b. 	Projects such as meal delivery, lymphedema services, transportation services, and/or other identified needs that support patients and their families going through the diagnosis and breast cancer treatment process. ($50,000 limit per grant)

c.	Community or healthcare-based patient navigation support systems. ($50,000 limit per grant)

5. Outreach and Education: (Education & Outreach Grant-$40,000 limit per grant)

a. 	Projects that educate the public on breast health.

b. 	Priority will be given to programs that focus on African American, Asian/Pacific Islander (to specifically include Filipinas), and/or Hispanic populations.  














Granting Period
The grants award period is for one year from April 1, 2012 - March 31, 2013.

Qualifications/Restrictions
-Letter of Inquiries will be accepted from U.S. nonprofit (federally tax-exempt) organizations, e.g.     educational institutions, government agencies, and Indian tribes.
-Organizations must provide services that benefit people residing in San Diego County.
-Projects must be specific to breast health and/or breast cancer (if a program is a combined breast and cervical cancer program, funding may only be requested for the breast cancer portion).

How to Apply
Submit the following electronic copy and a signed original hard copy by 4:00 p.m. Tuesday, December 6, 2011 (late/incomplete submissions will not be accepted):

>An electronic copy of the 2012-2013 Letter of Inquiry Cover Page, the 2-page project description and the Organizational Capacity Information page (do not include the attachments listed below). Send as a Word document to gloriaann@sdkomen.org 

>A signed original  hard copy of the 2012-Letter of Inquiry Cover Page, the 2-page project description and the Organizational Capacity Information page mailed to the address below to include the following attachments (no faxes will be accepted):

· For proof of tax-exempt status, attach the Internal Revenue Service determination letter. If you cannot supply this documentation, please explain.
· Final financial statements for the most recent fiscal year, preferably audited. Also include the most recent balance sheet and income statement (unaudited is acceptable).
· Organization budget for current year to include income and expenses.

Mail to:
Susan G. Komen for the Cure, San Diego Affiliate
	Director of Grants & Mission Initiatives
	4699 Murphy Canyon Road, Suite 102B
	San Diego, CA 92123

Notification 
Only those organizations selected through the Letter of Inquiry process will be invited to complete a full grant proposal. Approved Letter of Inquiry applicants will be notified to proceed with the proposal process on Friday, December 16, 2011.


2012-13 Letter of Inquiry Cover Page

Organization Name: ______________________________________________________

Tax Identification #: ______________________________________________________

Address:  _______________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:  __________________________________________________________

Project Director: _________________________________________________________

Telephone: (    ) _________________________   Email: ___ ______________________
		
Project Title: ____________________________________________________________

Please check type of application (priority area):

· Continuum of Care Analysis Grant

· Diagnostic Grant

· Patient Navigation Services Grant

· Patient Support Services Grant

   Education and Outreach Grant

Anticipated amount requested: $_________							

Please sign below to verify that the information provided in this letter of intent for funding is accurate and that the proposed project and project-related staff are in good standing with licensure and regulatory agencies.  If there are any material issues, past, current or pending, related to your organization’s current standing or related to the project, please attach information on the nature and status of these issues.  This also includes operational and financial issues identified by an audit or otherwise, and any past performance issues (to include grant history) with the Komen San Diego Affiliate within the past 3 years. All stated issues will be evaluated as part of the Letter of Inquiry Process.  Failure to disclose these issues may result in grant funds being denied or rescinded.

I understand that funding decisions are made at the sole discretion of the Komen San Diego Affiliate.

Signature and Title of Approving Personnel

_____________________________________                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Signature
_____________________________________
Name/Title (Typed)

Project Description:  Address each of the following sections (minimum 11 point font). The project description section is a maximum of 2 pages and does not include the letter of inquiry cover page and the organizational capacity information.  


1. Project Focus: Which priority area will be addressed through this project?





2. Statement of need:  Briefly describe the region/community and populations that will be served by this project and their specific breast health/breast cancer issues and needs.




3. Program description:  Briefly describe the project and what activities will be implemented to address the stated issues/needs. Include the approximate number of unduplicated individuals to be served for each activity, and also the total number of services to be provided for each activity. 




4. Partnerships:  List the partnering organizations that the project will collaborate with to ensure that the continuum of care model is being reflected in the project through the implementation of a clearly identified referral and follow-up process.




5.	Funding:  An explanation of how the requested funds will be used.  















Letter of Inquiry
Organizational Capacity Information


Organization Name:	___________________________________________

Organization Project:	___________________________________________


Organization and Program Operating Budgets:

	Organization’s Annual Operating Budget:
	[bookmark: Text22]$      

	Breast Health Program Annual Budget:
(Total should include all funding streams)
	
[bookmark: Text21]$      



	Number of People on Staff
	Full Time (Paid):      
	Part Time (Paid):      
	Volunteer:
     

	Organization’s Mission Statement
	     

	Give a brief summary of the organization’s history, programs, and purpose.
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ADDENDUM A


Susan G. Komen for the Cure®
Continuum of Care Model

The San Diego Affiliate of Susan G. Komen for the Cure® will be examining our community’s resources and programs, and how we can form strategic partnerships to increase access to care. This analysis is central to determining how we will invest resources to improve the quality of care received. As part of this process, the breast cancer “continuum of care” is important in defining how a woman should move through the health system to be screened for breast cancer, receive any necessary diagnostic care, get treatment if breast cancer is diagnosed and receive follow-up care after treatment. The “continuum of care” model can be used as a guide when assessing and understanding why some individuals never enter or delay entry into the continuum, finding gaps in service availability, identifying barriers faced and what can be done to address those gaps and barriers. The continuum of care consists of the following stages: screening, diagnosis, treatment and follow-up care, and can also include education, survivorship, and/or end-of-life care.

[image: ]

Screening: Breast Cancer screening is often the point of entry into the continuum of care. Because screening tests can detect cancer early, when it’s most treatable, getting screened regularly for breast cancer is the best way for women to lower their risk of dying from the disease. 

Diagnosis: If a mammogram or clinical breast exam reveals an abnormality, a women’s health care provider may recommend follow-up diagnostic tests. It is important that women receive timely follow-up tests after an abnormal screening result. If further testing reveals that the abnormality is not cancer, the women should continue follow screening guidelines.

Treatment: If breast cancer is diagnosed, a woman will enter the treatment phase of the continuum. Each woman will work with her healthcare providers to determine her best treatment plan. 

Follow-up Care: Following treatment, a woman will enter the follow-up phase of the continuum. During this phase, her health care providers will recommend regular screening tests and follow-up visits to keep track of her recovery and quality of life, manage side effects, and, if cancer reoccurs, detect it early. A woman may need support to continue breast health screenings, make recommended lifestyle changes, cope with stress and fear, and may require assistance with long- term care. 
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